Gliapter 2
THE "DISCIPLINE55

O N E of the most momentous experiments of all time
began when this lean and harsh man entered the
Cornavin Gate. A State was to be converted into a rigid
mechanism; innumerable souls, people with countless
feelings and thoughts, were to be compacted into an all-
embracing and unique system. This was the first attempt
made in Europe to impose, in the name of an idea, a
uniform subordination upon an entire populace. With
systematic thoroughness, Calvin set to work upon the
realization of his plan to convert Geneva into the first
Kingdom of God on Earth. It was to be a community
without taint, without corruption, disorder, vice, or sin;
it was to be the New Jerusalem, a centre from which the
salvation of the world would radiate. This one and only
idea was to embody Calvin's life; and the whole of his
life was to be devoted to service of this one idea. The
iron ideologist took his sublime Utopia most seriously,
most sacredly; and never during the quarter of a cen-
tury throughout which his spiritual dictatorship lasted,
did Calvin doubt that he was conferring immense bene-
fits upon his fellow men when he asked them to live
"rightly," which to him meant that they should live in
accordance with the will and the prescriptions of God.

At first sight this may seem simple enough. But on
closer examination, doubts arise. How is the will of God
to be recognized? Where are His instructions to be
found? In the gospels, answered Calvin; there, and there
only. In Holy Writ, which is eternal, God's will and
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